Tips for Writing Architectural Descriptions for
Section 7 of the National Register nomination
Introduction

· Begin an architectural description with the address of the property, date of construction, and the number of contributing and non-contributing resources somewhere in the introductory paragraph.
Setting
· Describe the compass direction the building is facing and how it sits on the lot (e.g. “northwest corner of Lot 8 “). Mention the true compass orientation of the building once, then use cardinal compass points (north, east, south, and west) to describe the general direction that each side (“facade”) of the building faces.
· If the building sits between compass points (e.g. northeast, southwest, etc.), include a footnote to clarify how each facade is described by the closest cardinal compass point (e.g. “West Facade,” etc.)

Exterior

· Organize the exterior description section by first grouping common architectural features of the building into one or more general paragraphs.  For example, identify common window features (e.g. two-over-two, double-hung, wood sash, etc.) or siding in these general paragraphs.
· Next, describe each facade of the building from the foundation and up, and then counter-clockwise around the building starting with the main facade. Describe similar looking facades together in the same paragraph.
· Only use foot or inch measurements if a feature is dramatic or unusual, or if the feature will be elaborated on in Section 8.
Interior

· Give the square footage of the entire building, but not for individual rooms, in the first paragraph.

· Group common features into more general paragraphs (e.g. floors, walls, built-ins, trim, etc.)

· Organize the interior description so that it moves from the entryway through the house in a commonsense manner (e.g. first describe the entryway, then the hallway, then the living room, etc.) If two or more rooms contain similar features, such as bedrooms, these rooms can be described together.  Be sure to explain where windows are located within the rooms.

· Avoid describing lighting fixtures and hardware fittings unless these features are unusual or if the piece serves as a focal point for the room.

Alterations and Additions

· Describe any alterations and additions made to the property together in one or more paragraphs at the end of the Section 7.
Reminders
· Try to use correct architectural terminology (many architectural dictionaries are available at libraries)
· Use headings to help create smoother reading

· Try to use consistent language throughout Section 7
· Avoid repetition and be as concise as possible
